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Butte  -  Silver  Bow  County  Propose  Unification 

The  Silver  Bow  County  and  the  City  of  Butte  Local  Government 
Study  Commissions  want  to  put  both  governments  under  one  roof. 
The  decision  was  announced  on  November  4th  by  Dr.  Robert  Thometz, 
chairman  of  the  Butte  study  commission.   Thometz  said,  "The  deci- 
sion came  on  a  unanimous  vote  by  members  of  both  commissions." 
He  explained  the  four  major  items  in  their  joint  proposal: 

1)  A  charter  will  be  written  structuring  a  single  unit  of 
government  for  the  city  and  the  county. 

2)  The  form  of  government  within  the  charter  will  be  com- 
mission-executive. 

3)  Self-government  powers  will  be  offered,  though  restrictions 
will  be  incorporated  into  the  charter:   a  mill  levy  limit, 
for  example. 

4)  The  charter  will  contain  a  "grandfather"  clause  protecting 
jobs  of  present  officers  and  employees  of  local  government. 

The  study  commissions  based  their  decision  to  write  a  charter 
on  four  factors:   a  charter  can  solve  problems  peculiar  to  Butte 
and  Silver  Bow  County;  support  for  a  single  unit  of  government  was 
widely  expressed  at  public  hearings  and  by  Ed  DeGeorge ,  chairman  of 
the  county  commissioners,  Mayor  Mike  Micone  and  Chris  Carroll,  pres- 
ident of  the  city  council;  a  survey  conducted  by  the  commissions 
indicated  a  majority  of  voters  favor  one  unit  of  local  government 
in  which  taxes  are  paid  according  to  services  received,  and  commis- 
sions' studies  indicated  there  is  too  much  government  for  such  a 
small  area  for  so  few  people.   TURN  TO  PAGE  2. 


WHITEFISH  UNANIMOUS  ON  CITY  MANAGER 

V7HITEFISH  -  Local  government  study  commission  members  in 
Whitefish  (pop.  3,349),  have  decided  unanimously  to  propose 
the  city  manager  form  of  government  as  an  alternative  for  pub- 
lic vote  next  year. 

Commission  chairman  Jack  Zerr  said  the  three-member  White- 
fish  Study  Commission  arrived  at  its  decision  last  week.   "We're 
going  to  write  a  charter  so  that  we  can  get  the  government  as 
close  to  what  we  think  it  should  be  for  this. little  community," 
Zerr  said.   "And  we  will  have  written  into  that  charter  a  provis- 
ion stipulating  a  city  manager  form  of  government." 

Commission  member  Charles  Abell  said  the  apparently  fraq- 
montod  administration  of  the  current  city  government  led  him  to 
ondorso  the  proposal.   "There  seemed  to  be  a  lack  of  a  central 
administrative  body  or  person,"  Abell  said.   "The  council  does  a 
good  job  but  it  appeared  to  me  that  a  better  job  could  be  done 
by  an  individual  who  worked  at  it  full  time."   TURN  TO  PAGE  2. 


The  preparation  of  this  document  was  financed  in  part  through  a  Comprehensive  Planning  Assistance  Grant  1 
from  the  United  States  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  under  the  provisions  of  Section  701  | 
of  the  Housing  Act  of  1954,  as  amended. . 


BUTTt  -  SILVER  BOW.... 

A  statement  by  the  joint  commission  further  elaboratad  on  t:ie 
philosophy  behind  their  decision:   "Silver  Bow  County,  despite  a 
declining  population,  remains  the  most  densely  populated  county 
with  61  people  per  square  mile. . . .We  comprise  an  urban  area,  yet 
levels  of  services  within  that  area  are  unequal.   This  same  urban 
body  has  several  local  governments  which  deliver  services  that  are 
sometimes  duplicative  and  overlapping. 

Because  of  the  bureaucracy  created  by  state  law  and  different 
layers  of  local  government,  our  elected  officials  are  literally 
prevented  from  providing  the  community  with  effective,  positive 
government.   The  study  commissions  believe  that  the  proposed  charter 
will  provide  a  framework  in  which  elected  officials  can  be  truly 
efficient,  responsive  and  accountable  to  the  community." 

Charter  writing  is  different  from  consolidation,  which  has  been 
defeated  three  times  in  Butte-Silver  Bow  County  history.   Consolida- 
tion is  taking  one  form  of  local  government  and  eliminating  the 
other.   The  charter  plan  is  to  drop  both  city  and  county  govern- 
ments and  start  from  scratch  to  include  the  best  aspects  of  both  old 
forms. 

Don  Ulrich,  chairman  of  the  Silver  Bow  county  study  commission, 
noted  that  public  input  played  and  would  continue  to  play  a  vital 
role  in  the  deliberations  of  the  joint  study  commission.   The  com- 
missions ara  now  implementing  citizen  advisory  committees  to  aid 
study  commissioners  in  particular  areas  of  the  charter.   For  in- 
stance, persons  with  expertise  in  such  areas  as  service  districts 
and  taxation,  elective  offices  and  administrative  departments,  fire, 
policy  function  and  conduct  of  elections  will  be  asked  to  serve  on 
special  task  forces  to  help  work  out  the  details  of  the  charter. 

WHITEFISH.... 

Abell  said  several  commission  meetings  with  private  groups 
reinforced  the  commission  decision.   "The  general  public  has 
been  pretty  receptive  to  the  idea  of  a  city  manager,"  he  said. 
"I'm  left  with  the  feeling,  though,  that  a  couple  of  the  council- 
men  aren't  exactly  in  favor  of  it." 

Abell  said  he  wasn't  sure  that  the  proposal  would  receive 
voter  approval.   "But  I'm  beginning  to  think  that  we  can't  afford 
not  to  get  it  passed,"  he  said.   "It  gives  you  more  efficiency 
for  your  money.   I  think  when  the  city  manager  from  Jackson,  Wyo. 
was  here  he  said  he  made  39  times  his  own  salary  in  government 
grants  in  one  year." 

The  commission  will  meet  November  12th  to  begin  drafting 
the  preliminary  proposal.   It  should  be  available  for  public 
scrutiny  sometime  toward  the  end  of  February.   "The  public  may 
come  out  entirely  in  favor  of  the  thing,"  Chairman  Zerr  said, 
"or  they  may  wish  some  revision.   If  there  are  revisions  to  be 
made,  we'll  have  plenty  of  time  to  rewrite  the  charter  before  the 
deadline."   Zerr  said  the  commission's  intention  at  this  stage  of 
the  qovernment  review  process  was  to  stimulate  public  input. 

— from  The  Daily  Interlake  11/24/75 
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MISSOULA  -  MISSOULA  COUNTY:  unification,  charter,  county  administrator. 
BUTTE  -  SILVER  BOW  COUNTY  :  unification,  charter,  commission-executive. 
ANACONDA  -  DEER  LODGE  COUNTY:  unification  (other  specifics  undecided). 
MALTA:  commission-executive  with  strong  mayor  and  self-government  powers. 
WHITEFISH:  charter,  manager.  MANHATTAN:  town  meeting. 

TERRY:  charter,  town  meeting. 
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MANHATTAN  TO  PROPOSE  TOWN  MEETING 

Joseph  G.  Braley,  Pharmacist,  and  Chairman  of  the  Manhattan  study 
commission,  reports  that  the  citizens  of  Manhattan  will  be  asked  to  vote 
on  the  Town  Meeting  form  of  government. 

Manhattan  is  a  town  with  a  population  of  816  persons  (1970  census) 
and  therefore  qualifies  for  this  form.   Chairman  Braley  feels  that  "if  the 
people  are  willing  to  participate  in  the  town  meeting,  they  should  vote  for 
this  alternative;  if  they  aren't  willing  to  participate,  then  they  should 
reject  it.   If  you  have  to  drag  them  off  the  street,  nothing  is  going  to 
be  accomplished." 

Mr.  Braley  believes  that  the  town  meeting  can  make  for  a  town  govern- 
ment in  which  people  "know  what's  going  on."   "It's  an  opportunity  for 
people  that  is  quite  challenging,"  he  said. 

One  of  the  specific  problems  the  commission  is  wrestling  with  is  the 
funding  and  responsibilities  of  the  town  meeting  chairman.   Braley  also 
reports  that  citizens  will  be  able  to  actually  experience  a  mock  town 
meeting  before  the  elections:  "k   mock  town  meeting  should  help  the  citizens 
determine  whether  or  not  they  want  this  form. " 


"I  Ma6  mofiz  KupoMlvz  to  the.  cJM.zzni>  cu,  a  city  managen. 
than  I  am  a&  a  county  commLiiZonzx." 

-OJalt  SaleA,  GalZatln  County  Comm^iioneA  at  tiiz  . 
County  Goveinmznt  iilo^k^hop  In  Helena,    U/T/TS. 
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e^  NOTES  FROM  STUDY  COMMISSIONS  g^ 

1.  Chairman  Doc  Smiley  reports  that  the  Lincoln  County  study  commission  is 
seriously  considering  the  commission-chairman  form  with  5  commissioners,  the  two 
additional  members  to  be  drawn  from  the  present  Libby  district  to  provide  a  total  of 
three  from  the  Libby  area. 

2.  The  Powell  County  and  Deer  Lodge  commissions  intend  to  survey  citizen 
attitudes  on  service  transfers  in  the  area  of  roads,  law  enforcement  and  libraries, 

3.  The  Park  County  commission  has  hired  a  local  attorney  to  assist  them  in 
the  writing  of  a  charter. 

4.  At  the  November  20th  public  hearing  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  County  study 
commission  attended  by  over  fifty  persons,  eleven  citizens  testified  about  their 
views  on  county  government.  The  testimony  revealed  considerable  sentiment  for  a 
county  manager  form  of  government  and  for  single  member  election  districts.  Also 
noteworthy  was  unanimous  agreement  that  county  elections  should  be  conducted  on  a 
non-partisan  basis. 

5.  The  Custer  County  study  commission  met  with  the  Powder  River  study  com- 
mission to  explore  areas  of  mutual  concern. 

6.  Members  of  the  Anaconda  and  Deer  Lodge  County  study  commissions,  having 
decided  upon  city-county  unification,  are  now  in  the  process  of  choosing  between  the 
manager  and  elected  executive  forms  for  their  consolidated  government.  They  may 
also  write  a  charter. 

7.  Mabel  Beers  of  the  Judith  Gap  study  commission  reports  that  they  are 
seriously  considering  the  town  meeting. 

8.  The  Flathead  County  study  commission  has  tentatively  agreed  that  they  will 
propose  a  county  manager  with  a  5  member  commission. 

9.  The  study  commissioners  in  Sanders  County  are  seriously  considering  a 
county  manager  with  five  part-time  commissioners  to  provide  better  representation 

of  the  several  communities  in  the  county.  They  may  decide  to  write  a  charter  in        a 
order  to  create  more  flexibility  in  reorganizing  boards  and  commissions. 

10.  Representatives  from  the  Bozeman  and  Yellowstone  county  study  commissions 
visited  Boise,  Idaho  on  November  12th  to  study  Boise/Ada  county  government. 

11.  The  Custer  County  study  commission  has  held  four  hearings  in  the  rural  area, 
published  a  questionnaire  in  the  local  paper,  interviewed  its  elected  officials,  studied 
Custer  County  boards  and  spoken  to  service  organizations  to  prepare  for  their  choice 

on  an  alternative  form. 

12.  The  Sidney,  Fairview  and  Richland  County  study  commissions  met  to  discuss  the 
possibilities  of  consolidation  of  selected  services  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  duplication 
of  these  services  by  other  bodies  in  local  and  county  government.   Services  discussed 
included  law  enforcement,  streets  and  roads,  engineering,  parks  and  recreation,  plan- 
ning and  relations  with  the  federal  government. 

13.  The  Missoula.  Silver  Bow  and  Deer  Lodge  County  study  commissions  are  three 
more  commissions  that  realize  they  can  learn  a  great  deal  from  each  other  because  they 
are  pursuing  similar  objectives.  They  are  considering  pooling  some  of  their  resouces  to 
hire  a  consulting  firm  to  advise  them  on  the  creation  of  taxing  and  service  districts 

in  their  proposed  charters. 

iJTUDY  COMMISSIONS  CONSIDERING  SIMILAR  ALTERNATIVES  SHOULD  ATTEMPT  TO  STAY  IN  CLOSE 
COMMUNICATION. 

Joint  meetings  of  such  commissions  could  lead  to  a  corrmon  study  project  with  a  division  of 
labor,      Corwrissions  can   learn  from  each  other  in  such  areas  as:     apportionment  of  elec- 
tion districts ;  selection  of  size  of  commission;  choice  of  partisan  or  non-partisan 
elections  and  others.     Study  oormissions  will  he  well  ahead  when  they  realize  that  they      j 
are  important  resources  for  each  other.  " 


^  THE  PROPOSED  MISSOULA  CITY  AND  COUNTY  CHARTER  J^ 

The  tentative  Missoula  County  Charter  was  written  with  the  intent  that 
the  Charter  be  a  skeleton  of  the  new  government.   The  Charter  provides  for 
a  County  Council  of  nine  members,  elected  countywide,  but  nominated  by  dis- 
tricts, serving  four-year  overlapping  terms.   The  Charter  outlines  the 
powers  of  the  County;  how  these  pof/>rcrs  are  exercised  by  the  County  Councils- 
Council  duties,  composition  and  terms,  qualifications  and  vacancies,  com- 
pensation and  organization.   Also  specified  under  this  section  are  the  ordi- 
nance procedures  and  service  districts.   The  County  Council's  powers  include 
that  of  appointing  a  County  Executive. 

The  Charter  lists  the  County  Executive's  duties  as:   preparing  and  pre- 
senting an  annual  budget  to  the  Council;  attending  Council  meetings  and 
giving  reports  as  required;  appointing,  removing  and  supervising  employees 
according  to  the  Administrative  Code  and  Personnel  System  adopted  by  the 
Council;  seeing  that  laws,  ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  Council  are 
executed;  executing  bonds,  notes,  contracts  and  written  obligations,  sub- 
ject to  Council  approval;  and  other  assignments  as  requested  by  the  Coun- 
cil or  required  by  law. 

Specifically,  the  Charter  deals  with  only  two  offices  by  name:   the 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  who  shall  be  appointed  and  may  be  removed  by 
the  District  Judges  and  the  County  Attorney,  who  will  remain  as  an  elected 
official. 

Popular  Controls  are  listed  along  with  Transition  and  General  Pro- 
visions.  The  commissioners  have  also  written  provisions  for  continuation 
of  governmental  operations,  employment  and  clauses  for  the  protection  of 
pension  and  retirement  rights.   A  summary  outline  of  the  Charter  is 
available  from  the  Missoula  Local  Government  Study  Commissions. 

The  decision  to  write  a  County  Charter  to  be  voted  on  in  June,  1976, 
followed  by  a  vote  on  City  Dis incorporation  in  November,  1976,  came  after 
long  and  lengthy  discussions  and  voting  of  the  Joint  City  and  County  Study 
Commissions.   First  priority  of  a  majority  of  the  commissioners  was  desig- 
nated as  the  improvement  of  county  government.   If  the  Commissions  were  to 
propose  a  consolidation  issue  and  acceptance  of  the  Charter  on  the  June 
ballot,  there  would  be  one  vote.   In  taking  the  proposed  path,  tv;o  issues, 
plus  a  partisan/non-partisan  sub-option  will  be  presented  to  Missoula 
County  voters. 

As  each  Charter  section  was  completed,  a  series  of  public  hearings 
was  held.   Invitations  were  sent  out,  along  with  copies  of  the  Charter  sec- 
tion being  covered  at  the  hearing.   The  attendance  and  input  by  citizens  has 
increased  with  the  development  of  the  tentative  draft. 

The  Study  Commissions  are  presently  developing  an  intensive  Public 
Education  Campaign  to  reach  the  general  public  and  special  interest  groups 
in  a  more  comprehensive  manner  now  that  the  tentative  Charter  is  completed. 
The  program  is  designed  to  find  out  needs  and  desires  of  the  citizens  of 
Missoula  City  and  County.   A  final  draft  will  be  prepared  to  incorporate 
the  results  of  the  Public  Education  Program,  legal  comments  and  review  by 
charter  drafting  experts. 

The  Public  Education  Campaign  provides  for  Study  Commission  presentation: 
to  local  interest  groups,  newspaper  coverage  and  the  "Spirit  of  76"  news- 
paper column.   A  Preamble  Contest  and  slide  show  are  immediate  projects. 

-submitted  by  the  Missoula  City-County  Commission 
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PUBLIC        INFORMATION        FILE 

One    of  our   most    important    tasks    is    to    make    the    citizens    of  our   communities 
aware   of  and   then    invo Ived   in    the    Voter  Review  process.       Toward   this    end, 
we    have,    in    the   past,    suggested   a   number   of  public   information  projects . 
It   might   be    useful    to   summarize   a   number   of   these   projects    here,    some    of         t 
which    the   State    Commission   has    undertaken,    some    of  which   you   can   pursue. 

PUBLIC   SERVICE   ANNOUNCEMENTS 

a)  Right  now  all  radio  and  TV  stations  in  Montana  have  a  copy  of  10  PSAs, 
prepared  by  the  State  Commission  and  recorded  by  Governor  Tom  Judge,  Com- 
mission Chairman  Harold  E.  Gerke  and  the  directors  of  the  following  major 
state  organizations:   AFL-CIO  (Jim  Murray);  Montana  Chamber  of  Commerce 
(Buck  Bowles) ;  Montana  Taxpayers  Association  (Keith  Anderson) ;  Montana 

Farmers  Union  (Clyde  Jarvis) ;  Montana  Democratic  Party  (John  Bartlett) ; 
Montana  Republican  Party  (Florence  Haegen) .   COMMISSIONS  WITH  RADIO  AND/OR 
TV  STATIONS  IN  THEIR  CITIES  OR  TOWNS  MIGHT  WANT  TO  CHECK  UP  ON  THESE  PSAS 
TO  MAKE  SURE  THAT  THEIR  LOCAL  STATION  IS  PLAYING  THEM.   THEY  WERE  SENT  OUT 
NOVEMBER  4TH. 

b)  Study  commissions  are  encouraged  to  submit  their  own  PSAs.   See  Memoran- 
dum sent  to  all  study  commission  chairmen  and  staff,  TV  and  Radio  PSAs, 
dated  October  1,  1975  for  suggestions.   PSAs  are  free  and  provide  valuable 
coverage. 

BUTTONS,  BUMPERST  iCK  E  RS,   T    SHIRTS 

Study  commissions  can  now  order  buttons,  bumperstickers  and  T  shirts  (see 
Memorandum  sent  to  chairmen  and  staff  dated  November  14,  1975).   Remember, 
all  orders  must  be  submitted  to  the  distributors  of  each  item  by  December 
2  8th.   You  can  order  as  many  or  as  few  as  you  wish  of  each  item. 

Terry  Mannix,  chairperson  of  the  Powell  County  study  commission,  was  the   ' 
first  study  commissioner  to  hand  Voter  Review  buttons  out  at  a  public  hear- 
ing.  She  reports  that  citizens  enjoy  getting  these  buttons  and  that  they 
contribute  some  color  to  commission  activities.   Buttons,  bumperstickers 
and  T  shirts  will  contribute  toward  making  our. activities  known  to  the 
general  public.  \/0IE? 

VOTER   REVIEW  LOGO      t^^RB/JB/V 
We  have  sent  copies  of  the  logo  to  all  comraiss'lons ,  newspapers  and  TV  sta- 
tions.  We  encourage  you  to  use  the  logo,  as  we  have  said,  whenever  and 
wherever  possible.   The  logo  is  an  especially  effective  device  when  it 
appears  in  the  newspapers  with  an  article  on  your  study  commission.   Read- 
ers who  see  the  logo  know  immediately  that  the  article  is  about  the  Voter 
Review,  not  the  work  of  county  commissioners,  for  instance.   The  more  the 
logo  appears,  the  more  Voter  Review  will  become  a  household  word.   If  you 
haven't  already  done  so,  bring  the  logo  down  to  your  local  newspaper  and 
ask  them  to  use  it  when  they  print  an  article  on  your  commission. 

SERVICE  CLUBS 

It  is  important  that  you  talk  to  service  clubs  in  your  community  about  your 
ideas.   They  can  contribute  information  and  make  valuable  task  forces  for 
your  work.   If  you  involve  them  early  in  the  process  (many  study  commis- 
sions have  worked  with  service  clubs  extensively)  and  get  their  input,  they 
are  more  likely  to  support  your  work  when  the  vote  comes.   Involve  as  many 
citizens  as  possible  in  the  actual  choice  of  the  study  commission  and  in 
the  drafting  of  your  plan.   The  slide  show  is  a  good  introduction  for  u?;n  ^ 
at  service  clubs. 

SEE  THE  ARTICLES  ON  THE  BILLINGS  PUBLIC  INFORMATION  TASK  FORCE  AND  CHOUTKAU 
COUNTY'S  INVOLVEMENT  WITH  SERVICE  CLUBS  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE ...     ^ 


PUBLIC  INFORMATION  TASK  FORCES 


CHOUTEAU  COUNTY  HOLDS  PROGRAMS 


^    The  Billings  Public  Information 
^isk  Force  consists  of  seven  active 
citizens  in  Billings  with  a  background 
in  television,  radio  and  the  printed 
media.   Members  were  chosen  by  the 
Billings  study  commission  because  of 
their  knowledge  and  experience  in 
presenting  programs  to  the  public 
and  their  willingness  to  work. 

The  members  of  the  Public  In- 
formation task  force  see  their  duty 
as  both  informing  and  educating  the 
public.   Informing  the  public  is  sim- 
ply letting  the  people  know  what  the 
study  commission  is  doing.   Educating 
consists  of  stimulating  the  public  to 
become  involved  in  the  review  process. 

The  task  force  assisted  the  com- 
mission in  preparing  for  their  Sep- 
tember public  hearing  with  newspaper 
ads,  public  service  announcements, 
public  affairs  programs  and  sugges- 
tions for  a  press  conference. 

The  task  force  also  serves  to 
keep  the  Billings  study  commission 

Rware  of  what  the  citizens  need  to 
now,  and  then  to  clear  up  misunder- 
standings and  misconceptions. 

Some  several  hints  suggested  by 
the  task  force  include: 

1.  Give  information  in  small 
doses. 

2.  Emphasize  the  problems  of 
the  form  of  present  government  with 
a  definite  solution. 

3.  Do  not  try  to  get  too  much 
information  into  a  visual  aid. 

4.  TIMING  is  the  most  impor- 
tant thing — want  to  peak  just  before 
the  election. 

5.  Decide  when  election  is  go- 
ing to  be  and  plan  backward  from  that 
time  to  plan  the  publicity  campaign. 

6.  Educate  the  leaders  in  the 
community  and  get  them  to  carry  the 
message. 

— Julie  Ann  Bye  (Billings  Study  Ccmmissicn) 


^p  *********************************** 

Sijnd  us  articles /aorrments  of  any 

length  on   the  work  of  your  corrmission 

or  phone   the  news  in   (449-2814). 
************************************* 


The  Chouteau  County  Commission 
on  Local  Government  meets  with 
groups  of  local  citizens  to  explain 
alternate  forms  of  local  government 
available  to  the  voting  public. 
They  are  happy  to  receive  the  feed- 
back pro  and  con  from  the  people 
contacted. 

In  October  they  have  met  with 
the  Fort  Benton  and  Highwood  Wom- 
ens  Club,  a  group  of  county  super- 
intendents from  all  over  the  state. 
Fort  Benton  Jaycees,  Kiwanis,  Big 
Sandy  Farmers  Union,  Tuesday  Club, 
Geraldine,  Social  Studies  classes 
in  Geraldine  High  School,  held  open 
meetings  in  Fort  Benton  and  Big 
Sandy,  attended  workshops  in  Helena, 
Hopp-Illiad  Homemakers  Clubs,  Big 
Sandy  City  Commission,  Chouteau 
County  Farm  Bureau. 

Several  meetings  are  already 
scheduled  in  November  with  the  Farm- 
ers Union  in  the  Knees  Community, 
Hobby  Club  at  the  Apple  School, 
Highwood  Commercial  Club,  Great 
Falls  Study  Coimnission ,  Geraldine 
V.F.W.  and  Auxiliary,  an  open  meet- 
ing at  the  Chouteau  County  court- 
house and  with  the  Women's  Society 
in  Fort  Benton. 

If  any  group  is  interested  in 
a  program  contact  a  commission  mem- 
ber.  We  are  very  pleased  with  the 
amount  of  discussion  from  the 
young  people  and  hope  to  get  more 
of  this  as  people  become  informed. 

— fron  The  Mountaineer,  Big  Sandy 
10/30/75 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Park  County  study 
commission,   it  was  suggested  that 
voting  on  a  county  bird  and 
flower  might  bring  move 
interest  and  involvfr- 
ment  to  the  elec- 
tions. 
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